
Seneca Meadows Valley Infill Public Participation Meeting
August 2, 2023 



Speaker Introduction

• John Perkey – Vice President - Compliance, Waste Connections

• Kyle Black – District Manager, Seneca Meadows 

• David Pannucci – Region Engineer, Waste Connections

• Rob Holmes, P.E. – Consulting Engineer, Cornerstone Engineering 
and Geology, PLLC

• Steve Wilsey – Air Consulting, Principal, GHD



Opening Remarks

• Why Are We Here Today?

• Moderation of Meeting

• Additional Opportunities to Comment

• Future Meeting – Date/Time To Be 
Determined and Notice Provided

• Written or verbal:

• Email: 
Seneca.Public@wasteconnections.com

• PH: (315) 539-0014



History of Facility

• Tantalo Waste Disposal Area – 1958

• NYSDEC Landfill Permit – 1981

• SMI assumed control of the landfill in 
1983

• Southeast Landfill and A/B Overfill –
Part 360 Permit granted in 1999

• Tantalo Site Remediation Completed 
and reclassified to Class 4 Inactive 
Hazardous Waste Site in 2009

• Landfill Operations Continue under 
Part 360 Permit initially granted in 
2007, renewed in 2017



Ongoing Operations

• Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) 
Landfill

• Permit Limit of 6,000 tons MSW 
per day

• Tire Processing Facility 

• Residential Drop-Off 



Environmental 
Controls - Water

• Baseliner System Protects Groundwater
• Double Composite Liner – Low Permeability 

Clay and High-Density Polyethylene 
Membrane

• Water Quality Monitoring 
• Groundwater Monitoring Program - Wells 

Upgradient and Downgradient Tested 
Quarterly

• Stream Samples Upstream and Downstream 
Tested Quarterly

• Stormwater Ponds and Outfalls Inspected 
Bi-Weekly and Quarterly and Tested Prior to 
Discharge 



Environmental 
Controls - Air
• Gas Collection and Control System 

Controls Odors
• Vacuum applied to landfill gas collection 

wells

• Collected gases generate Renewable 
Energy

• High BTU plant / RNG Pipeline and 
electricity

• Excess gas flared as needed
• Destroys pollutants including greenhouse 

gases

• Air Quality Monitoring 
• Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) monitored 

continually around the site perimeter
• LFG extraction wells are monitored 

monthly
• Surface Emissions Monitoring conducted 

Quarterly

• Odor Neutralizing Systems 
• Permanent system around the perimeter of 

site
• Multiple mobile units 



Environmental 
Controls –
Dust/Mud/Litter

• Wastes covered daily

• Progressive vegetation in inactive 
areas
• Hydromulching
• Seeding and Erosion Control 

Matting

• Stone surfacing of roads

• Water application

• Wheel wash station

• Permanent and portable litter fence 

• Facility shutdowns in high-wind 
events



Additional 
Environmental 
Controls
• Full Time On-Site Monitor 

• Works for/reports to NYSDEC 

• Costs invoiced to the Facility

• Radiation Monitoring

• 24-Hour Contact Line

• (800) 889-4318

• Third-party answering service

• Complaints and Emergencies

• Facility staff notified 24/7

• Response within 1-hour

• NYSDEC staff also notified



Economic/Fiscal Benefits

SMI is proud of the contribution it has made to Seneca County, the broader Finger Lakes Region and New York 
State as a whole, both in terms of providing an essential service and in expanding and improving economic 
conditions.

• Center for Government Research and Cornell 
University performed Economic Impact Studies

• Total annual economic output generated by the 
facility’s operations is estimated to be $72 million 

• In addition to direct payroll, SMI generates $46 
million in payments to businesses and vendors

• Economic activities associated with the facility’s 
operations generate an estimated $800,000 in tax 
revenues annually to jurisdictions within New York 
State including Seneca County 

• Annual operations support over 100 jobs

• The employment supported by the facility’s 
operations generates $21 million annually in direct 
payroll

• Host fees paid to Seneca Falls and Waterloo total 
over $20 million since 2017, utilized for tax 
reduction

• Free disposal provided for Seneca Falls and 
Waterloo

• Annual local charitable contributions over $300,000



Pending 
Application –
SMI Valley Infill

• Permit Renewal and Modification would:

• Not change facility hours, or 
permitted MSW acceptance rate

• Include the construction of 
approximately 47 acres of new 
landfill liner in the valley formed by 
the slopes of the existing Southeast 
Landfill and Stages 3 and 4 of the 
Landfill Area

• Increase waste capacity by 
approximately 46.6 million cubic 
yards

• Provide critical regional waste 
disposal needs for a period of at 
least 15 years

• Increase the height by 69.5 feet
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SMI Valley Infill 
Key Design 
Features

• Enhance / expand existing stormwater 
management system

• Maintain existing site access and include 
proposed traffic improvements

• Double composite liner over Tantalo 
• Proposed liner system will tie-into existing 

liner systems

• Further reduction of infiltration into Tantalo 
Waste Disposal Site

• Maintains Tantalo Leachate Collection System 

• Proposed liner areas located within 
existing operational limits of facility 









SMI Valley Infill – Proposed Climate Mitigation 
Measures

SMI proposes several measures to reduce or offset greenhouse gases and 
hazardous air pollutant emissions associated with SMI Valley Infill:

• Maximize volume of Landfill Gas sent to renewable energy production

• Electric Vehicles / Electric Heavy Equipment
• Assess conversion and install charging stations for public use

• Assess additional on-site leachate treatment to reduce off-site hauling

• Assess Organics Diversion Program with Town of Seneca Falls

• Installation of at least 100 acres of temporary synthetic cover

• Drone Technology to identify / reduce surface emissions



SMI Valley Infill – Additional Information

• Public Information Repositories, including the permit application are 
located at:
• NYSDEC Region 8 Headquarters, 6274 East Avon-Lima Road, Avon, NY 14414-9519
• Seneca Meadows Website, www.senecameadows.com/valley-infill-application/

• Waterloo Library & Historical Society, 676 31 E Williams St, Waterloo, New York

• Town of Waterloo Clerk’s Office, 66 South Virginia Street, Waterloo, New York
• Waterloo Village Hall, 44 West Main Street, Waterloo, New York

• Seneca Falls Library, 47 Cayuga St, Seneca Falls, New York

• Town of Seneca Falls Offices, 130 Ovid St, Seneca Falls, New York

• Send questions for the DEC to senecameadowsvalley.infill@dec.ny.gov

• Call or write to the SMI team: 

(315) 539-0014, Seneca.Public@wasteconnections.com

mailto:senecameadowsvalley.infill@dec.ny.gov
mailto:Seneca.Public@wasteconnections.com


Public Comments / Questions

• In-Person Participation
• Indicated at registration that they wanted to provide comment and/or ask a question
• 2 minutes per person (time allotted may increase/decrease based on the number of participants to 

ensure everyone has an opportunity to speak)
• Speakers will be called one at a time – once called please approach the microphone
• Please state your full name and begin speaking
• We ask that you complete your comments/questions and then we will engage in responding.
• We will do our best to respond to all comments/questions at today’s meeting; however, we will 

follow up with complete written responses following this meeting

• Online Participation
• At the bottom of your Zoom screen, you will see a raise hand option. Please click “Raise Hand” if you 

wish to speak. (If on phone press *9)
• If you do not have microphone capabilities, you may type your question in the Q&A box, and we will 

respond. 
• Click on the “Q&A” at the bottom.

• A box will open on the right, and you may begin typing. 

• NOTE: You do not need to choose who the message will go to. It is set automatic for the Seneca team to receive.

• Speakers will be called one at a time 
• Please make sure to unmute your line once called upon (If on phone press *6)
• Please state your full name and begin speaking
• We ask that you complete your comments/questions and then we will engage in responding.
• We will do our best to respond to all comments/questions at today’s meeting; however, we will 

follow up with complete written responses following this meeting


